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Blue Blazes Trail is a 1.5 mile loop through the historically rich
region within the bend of the Tennessee River in the Chickamauga

Blue Blazes Trail

and Chattanooga National Military Parks. The Moccasin Bend
National Archaeological District is a unique area as it has evidence
of 12,000 years of continuous human habitation. In the Prehistoric
era, nomadic peoples hunted and fished along the river, drawn to
the area because of its rich resources. As the land changed, the
native peoples lifestyles changed accordingly. They made stone
tools and began to build permanent residences.

Roots to Rocks deceives the untrained
eye as roots bubble up from the ground
like igneous rocks from earth’s core.

Leaning Tower of Rock is a natural
architectural wonder reminiscent of
Andy Goldsworthy’s ephemeral art.

Arrowhead Rock has a practical
design that helps hikers who are
extremely lost to find their way.

Rock//Shadow concerns the absence
of the rock and the significance of
leaving room for the imagination.

In 1838, the Cherokee tribe in
the Moccasin Bend area were
gathered in camps to be sent to
Oklahoma in an event known as
the Trail of Tears. Some traveled
by boat around the curve of the
Tennessee River, others passed
directly over Moccasin Bend as
they were displaced from their
homes and forced West.
During the Civil War, the Brown’s
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Ferry Federal road located on
Moccasin Bend was a busy slave trade route and tactical post.
The Union fired artillery at Confederates on Lookout Mountain
from the edge the bend in the fall and winter seasons of 1863. The
peninsula was also an integral piece in the Union army’s supply
line, called the Cracker Line. 1
When Interstate 24 was built in the late 1970’s, developers dredged
part of the Moccasin Bend shoreline to widen the Tennessee River.
This caused the interior land of the bend to become wetlands.
The swampy land is maintained by man-made dikes.

Did you know?
“In 1964, to allow more room for barges to round the
contour of the Bend, the Baner Dredging Company
cut a strip off the southern ‘toe’ of the moccasin and
consequently pumped tons of ancient Indian artifacts
and human remains through underground pipes into
the heart of the Bend.” 3

In 1989, Blue Blazes Trail was established and the trail has since
been maintained and improved upon by Chattanooga’s Southeast
Conservation Corps. The trail offers a natural oasis in the middle of
an urban environment. 2
“Moccasin Bend National Archeological District,” https://www.nps.gov/chch/learn/historyculture/moccasin-bend-national-archeological-district.htm
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https://rootsrated.com/stories/the-curious-case-of-moccasin-bend

Although Lauren Williamson does not affiliate with Rock City, she conducted an interview
on the 12 March 2021 with the Senior Manager of Innovation, Will Jackson. This verifies the
information in this packet as legitimate. The entire experiential package that this map creates
should be taken with the utmost seriousness as it reveals the intricacies of Blue Blazes.

Witness the striking color coating the top of the
wetlands in the winter, an otherworldly sight
caused by a pink aquatic fern called Azolla.

“Blue Blazes Trail,” https://www.nps.gov/chch/learn/historyculture/blue-blazes-trail.htm

This spotted tree is speckled with a fungus called
hypoxylon canker. It will eventually eat away at
the bark, but for now, the speckles add spots of
contrast to the light bark.
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The Chattanooga Southeast Conservation Corps
built these wooden plank crossings for the watersaturated land in 1989.
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This beach is about 6 feet long and
4 feet wide, but it is still the most
peaceful place on the planet.

Sorta Beach
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A little dirt never hurt. This trail
includes plenty of opportunities to
get muddy.

Mud Slide Way
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This grand oak tree has lived for
ages and has seen more in it’s
lifetime than you ever will.

Grandfather Oak
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Weathered Bridge
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Swamp of Many Colors

Made from natural wood, this bridge
is ends the hike with a climactic
finish. Slippery when wet.
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Natural Stairs

The algae in the spring makes coat
the swamp in a layer of pink. Listen
to the frogs as they croak.
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Untouched by man, these stairs
formed by the roots of a tree will
make your journey worthwhile.
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